CHINA

Chinese art and Chinese poetry have the spirit
of Wordsworth and of the most modern literary
movement m France Their art is a realism,
though not an actualism, a vision of what
this life is as seen by those who can see it,
not of some other world behind or above or
outside it

The fundamental attitude of the Chinese
towards life is thus, in my judgment, and
always has been, that of the most modern
West, nearer to us now than to our mediaeval
ancestors, infinitely nearer to us than India.
And the same is true, at bottom, of social
institutions China, so far as I know, is the
only country whose civilisation has been for
centuries, if not always, democratic There
has never been caste in China, there has
been, I think, less even of class than in most
countries That equality of opportunity
which is the essence of democracy, and
which has been demed by every other civili-
sation, has been affirmed by China in theory,
and to a great extent m practice, from the
date at which her written annals begin.
There has never been a pnestly caste, there
has never been a governing caste. The rich,
of course, have necessarily had advantages
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